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SUBJECT: PRESS STORY ON INCREASE BLAST BOMB 

1 . WASHINGTON POST OP SUNDAY APRIL 30 CARRIED A STORY 
ON US DEVELOPMENT ON AN "INCREASED BLAST" OR REDUCED 
RESIDUAL RADIATION (RRR) WEAPON. IN ANTICIPATION OP 
POSSIBLE NATO INTEREST IN THIS DEVELOPMENT, THE 
POLLOWING IS PROVIDED POR YOUR INPORMATION. 

2. TESTS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED POR PURPOSE OP DEMONSTRATING 
THE BASIC CONCEPT OP THIS WEAPON. NO PEASIBILITY 

STUDIES HAVE BEEN INITIATED FOR SPECIFIC WEAPONS SYSTEMS 
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AND AT PRESENT THERE ARE NO PLANS POR THE DEVELOPMENT 
OR PRODUCTION OP ANY SPECIPIC RRR WEAPON. 

3. ALLIES HAVE BEEN TOLD ABOUT THIS DEVELOPMENT AT 
LEAST 3 TIMES SINCE JANUARY 1976: 

- SECDEP RUMSPELD TO NPG MINISTERS IN JANUARY 1976, 
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IN PAPER ENTITLED IMPROVING THE EEFECTIVENESS OF NATOS 
THEATER NUCLEAR FORCES. 

- BRIEFING BY THE ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
FOR ATOMIC ENERGY, DONALD COTTER, TO NPG PERMREPS IN 
SEPTEMBER 1976. 

- DISCUSSION OE REPORT BY THE NPG'S MILITARY 
IMPLICATIONS TEAM, OCTOBER 1976, VOL. I P. II, AND VOL. 

2 P. 57. 

4. IF ASKED BY PRESS OR IN PUBLIC ABOUT THE SUBJECT 
PRESS STORY YOU MAY DRAW ON THE EOLLOWING PRESS 
GUIDANCE: 

Q: HAVE YOU CONSULTED WITH THE NATO ALLIES CONCERNING 
THE "INCREASED BLAST BOMB" DISCUSSED IN SUNDAY'S 
WASHINGTON POST? 

A: THE "REDUCED RESIDUAL RADIATION" WEAPON MENTIONED IN 
THE POST STORY IS IN A VERY EARLY CONCEPTUAL STAGE. 

WE ARE NOT AT THE STAGE WHERE PRODUCTION AND DEPLOYMENT 
DECISION NEED TO BE CONSIDERED. (IF PRESSED) WE 
HAVE BRIEFLY OUTLINED SOME OF THE TECHNICAL CONCEPTS 
OF THIS WEAPON TO SOME OF OUR NATO ALLIES. 

5. IF ASKED BY ALLIED OFFICIALS YOU MAY INDICATED THAT 
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THIS SUBJECT HAS BEEN DISCUSSED SEVERAL TIMES WITHIN 
THE NPG OVER THE PAST 2 YEARS AND THAT WE CURRENTLY 
HAVE NO PLANS TO DEVELOP OR PRODUCE SPECIEIC RRR 
WEAPONS. CHRISTOPHER 
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